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WOMEN IN MATHEMATICS. By Lynn M. Osen. Cambridge, Massachusetts 
(MIT Press), 1974. 185 pp. $5.95. 
Reviewed by Mary E. Williams 
Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, New York 
Ms. Osen addresses her book to “the general reader who would 
like a truer perspective of the women in this discipline.” I 
agree wholeheartedly with her comment in the Introduction (p. 4) 
that “The lives of these women of ‘noblest courage, extraordinary 
talents and a superior genius’ amply repay a careful study. It 
is not only that their scholarly accomplishments form an essential 
and exciting part of our mathematical history; but their remark- 
able personal lives captivate our attention.” 
Women in Mathematics contains biographical sketches of eight 
well known and often written-about women in mathematics: Hypatia, 
Maria Gaetana Agnesi, Emilie the Marquise du Chatelet, Caroline 
Herschel, Sophia Germain, Mary Somerville, Sonja Kovalevsky and 
Emmy Noether. The chapter “The Golden Age of Mathematics” gives 
less detailed sketches of the women of Edna Kramer’s “Six More 
Female Mathematicians” (Scripta Mathematics 23, 1957)) i.e. Hanna 
von Caemmerer Neumann, Maria Pastori, Maria Cinquini Cibrario, 
Jacqueline Lelong-Ferrand (whose name is misspelled on p. 59), 
Paulette Libermann, Sophie Piccard, and shorter notes on Lise 
Meitner, Maria Goeppert Mayer, Charlotte Angas Scott and Olga 
Taussky Todd. The references are well documented with a varied 
bibliography. Although it is interesting and pleasant reading, 
it is not for the mathematician nor the historian of science. 
This book contains little new material. In 1951 Julian L. 
Coolidge’s article “Six Female Mathematicians” (Scripta Mathematics 
17 (March-April), 20-31), which the author says sparked her 
interest in the subject, discussed all except Herschel and Noether. 
To my way of thinking too much reliance is placed on such sources 
as Mozans (H.J. Mozans, pseudonym for J.A. Zahm), 1913, Women in 
Science, New York (Appleton) ; Elbert Hubbard, 1908, Little 
Journeys to the Homes of Great Teachers, New York (Roycrofters); 
James Parton 1883, Noted Women of Europe and America, Hartford, 
Connecticut (Phoenix Publishing Company); and Richard A. Proctor, 
1886, Light Science for Leisure Hours, London (Longman Green). 
The biographies of Herschel, Kovalevsky and Noether are the most 
factual, as might be expected since the source materials for 
these are less sentimental than some of the books mentioned above, 
which were written during the era when the popular thing was to 
sentimentalize women. 
I am not convinced of the truth of the author’s contention 
(p. 162) that “since the early part of the twentieth century the 
position of women in mathematics has been steadily worsening 
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rather than improving." She bases this statement on a decreas- 
ing proportion without stating whether it is of doctorates, 
publications, professional memberships, professorships, or what. 
Osen's final chapter "The Feminine Mathtique " taken from 
her 1971 book of the same name (Pittsburgh, Pa., KNOW), gives 
little positive encouragement to women mathematicians nor does 
it contribute to the understanding of the historical develop- 
ment of mathematicians, as do the the eight biographical pictures 
of people who have contributed much to making the science. 
GEORGII NIKOLAEVICH NIKOLADZE. By A.N. Bogolyubov. Moscow 
("Nauka"), 1973. 166 p. 
Reviewed by Esther Portnoy 
University of Illinois 
G.N. Nikoladze (1888-1931) was one of the founders of the 
mathematics section at Tiflis, and a pioneer in the technical 
and scientific development of the Caucasus. His research was 
primarily in the area of differential and algebraic geometry, 
the major example being the dissertation "Sur les systbmes 
continus de figures geom&riques," which he wrote at the Sorbonne 
in 1927-1928 under the direction of Elie Cartan, who later 
called him a "born geometer." 
Nikoladze also worked to establish a uniform technical voca- 
bulary in the Georgian language. His interest in this dated 
from his student years and resulted in several Russian-Georgian 
dictionaries and translation projects; unfortunately, this 
biography refers only in passing to this aspect of Nikoladze's 
work. More attention is paid to his work in metallurgy, a pur- 
suit which apparently rivalled mathematics for his interest. 
The best sections of the book are those dealing with 
Nikoladze's mathematical works, particularly chapters 4 and 7. 
These are not mere summaries but quite detailed expositions, 
together with the reactions of other mathematicians. This may 
be particularly valuable since Nikoladze is apparently little 
known outside the Soviet Union. The book is less satisfying as 
biography; there is little discussion of Nikoladze's personal 
life, and some imbalance in the background material. For example, 
much more space is given to the student uprisings during 
Nikoladze's university years (19061912), although he seems to 
have been involved at most peripherally, than is given to the 
effects of the revolution and counter-revolution. 
